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A SHORT HISTORY OB otra TIMES
1 lilml    1 •     ? °rJCCtS °f ** new G^emment, and Mr.
Ju iberlam, the former Radical leader, devoted himself to
iliiiii  with a whole-heartedness which was an unpleasant
to his former friends.                                .
Mr. Gladstone had proposed to accompany his Home Rule Kill with a large scheme of land purchase, and in these days I H' taut question was only less, if at all less, important than «H*                  of Home Rule. Mr. Gladstone's policy having
rejected, the Irish retaliated with a violent agrarian •V.iuuon on a carefully organized "Plan of Campaign" for vuthholdmg all rents beyond the amount that they considered Liir and applying the balance to an organized campaign for bnyvotting landlords and resisting evictions.. To meet this fltr Government armed themselves with exceptional coercive pi > which were drastically administered by the new Chief Si'ireury, Lord Salisbury's nephew, Mr. Arthur Balfour. I1**! the            four years Government and Chief Secretary
in. perpetual struggles with the Irish members, ol whom were imprisoned under the " Crimes Act." I             was greatly stirred on both sides of the Channel by
v.*uom incidents in this conflict, and especially the determination of* the Government to treat Irish political offenders as iitimmm criminals;   and the new Chief Secretary, who till had been regarded as little more than a clever amateur in }i'»h(us won himself the appellation of "bloody Balfour." " Kt-mcmher Mitchelstown "—the scene of an eviction at the  Chief Secretary instructed the police "not-to ic i shm>t "—was for many years a battle-cry of the Irish. Mi. liilfour was fighting on difficult ground, for the Irish Ijiiil              was admitted to be one of the worst in the world,
•itid the                     of the Irish tenants were very real.   The
endeavoured to allay them by extending the of judicial rents fixed by the land-courts set up previous legislation, and by providing more money f.ii lint! purchase, but experience was to prove that there was tin rcntfity short of a complete buying-out of the landlords, 4»d this was spread over many years.   In the meantime Lord
prescribed " twenty years of resolute Government > flic right solution of the Irish problem.                  <       •
lie principal events in foreign policy during this Govern-
4S Ithey would face it, and the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, Lord Caernarvon, who had had a^piterview with Mr Parnell before the election, seemed at one moment inclined to do so.Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
